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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with stffee th rough , The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-8, 11-13, 16, and 22, and ADD new claim 23, in accordance 
with the following: 

1 , (currently amended) A method of providing points based on a search using 
keywords, the method comprising: 

presenting a first set of keywords to a first user through a network; 

accepting, from the first user, a selection of at least one of the first set of keywords 
presented to the first user; 

storing , in a first table, the at least one keyword freywofds-selected from the presented 
keywords hy th n f t rnt n nn r i nto a us e r - by - keyword managem e n t4 abte --- fel a ti m as is related to the 
first user; 

presenting a second set of keywords to an advertiser through the network; 

accepting, from the advertiser, a selection of at least one of the second set of keywords 
presented to the advertiser; 

storing , in a second table, the at least one keyword k e ywords selected by the advertiser 
m tn a n ady n rtiser - by- k e yword m a n a gem e nt table r ela t iftfl-- as is related to the advertiser; 

in response to a reception of a request for the search from a second user different from 
the first user through the network, searching the first wef-by- keyword man a gemen ^table and 
the seconda^v ortiser by- ko ywo rd man agem e nt table for keywords specified in the request for 
the search, wh e n a s ear ch using 4 h e keywords i s r e qu e st e d by a s eeef H^ -u s e r - d i f fo r on t from th e 
f i rs t uso r t h roug h th o netwo rk, and when any of the specified f eg^ested-keywords have b ee n 
r o gistored is found both in the first user - by - k e ywof4 - management table and the second 
a dv e rt i s e r by k e yword - man a g e ment table, post i nsh a- sending results of the search along with an 
advertisement Q ^ e- Gorrespond i na adv e rt i s e ra ssociated with at least one keyword in the 
second table to the second user through the network; and 

giving points to the first user when the second user has referred to the advertisement? 
m4 by storing these- the given points as related to the first user mte-in a third userV p oint 
management table which keeps point information for each user r ela t in g to t h e f i rst us er. 
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2. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to the-claim 1 , 
wherein the points gained by the first user are exchanged for a product or a service. 

3. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to the-claim 1 , 
wherein the points given to the first user comprise user points that are generated when the 
result of the search using the u se r - ob tai fl e d specified keywords is pestesteent, and advertiser 
points that are generated when the second user has referred to the advertisement. 

4. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to4he claim 1 , 
wherein the keywords selected by the first user are stored free of charge, and the first user can 
select the free keywords at the time of making a contract on the utilization of a network service. 

5. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to the-claim 1 , 
wherein the keywords selected by the first user charged, and purchase prices of the charged 
keywords are determined based on a past record of searches using the keywords by other 
users. 

6. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to the-claim 1 , 
wherein the at least one keyword k e ywo r ds -selected by the first user includes charged keywords 
and free keywords, and acharged keywords of which the frequency in use is lower than a first 
predetermined level in searches r e cord -by other users is l ow are converted to afree 
fceywere tekeywonl and ajtee k e yword s- keyword of which the frequency in use is higher than a 
second predetermined level in searches r e cord by the other users is h i gh- a r e converted to a 
charged kevwo rd skeywo rd . 

7. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to the-claim 1 t 
wherein the at least one keyword keywords selected by the a dv e rt ise rs - advertiser i nc l ude 
includes charged keywords and free keyword k e ywords , and the advertisers- advertiser can select 
the-free keywords only after the advertisers -advertiser have- has selected some of the charged 
keywords, 

8. (currently amended) The method of providing points according to4he claim 1 , 
wherein tke-first-ajjser who has registered the k e ywords at least one keyword can select a 
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display on the Web a user's terminal or a transmission by e-mail as a method of presenting the 
advertisement to the other users. 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (cancelled) 

11 . (currently amended) A method of providing points based on a search using 
keywords, the method comprising: 

in response to a reception of a request for the search from a first user displaying results 
of a-the search using k e ywords together with an advertisement oUzrt adver tis e r corr e sponding to 
the kevwords of an advertiser associated with a keyword having been selected by the advertiser 
and used for the search at a first user's terminal , wh e n the f i rst u oor ha s re qu e st e d th e searc h 
using the k e ywords from th e f i rst u se r's term i n a l through a n e twork ; and 

when the first user follows a link set to the advertisement to visit an advertiser's site of 
the advertisement giving points to a second user who is different from the first user and has 
selected any of t he keywords associated with the advertisementf rom keywords pr e v i o usly 
present e d - to th e seco nd us er, th e sel e ct e d k e ywords having b oo n acc e pt e d and - assoo i at e d ^wtt* 
the s e cond u setv^hen^^ has referred to th o d i sp l ay e d adv ertisemefrt. 

12. (currently amended) An apparatus for providing points, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a user-sefected keyword storing member which accepts and stores at least one user- 
selected k e ywords keyword that a first user has selected from a vai l ab le present ed ke ywo rd s 
through a network in a first table , ^relating the at least one user-selected keyword to the first 
user; 

an advertiser-selected keyword storing member which accepts and stores , in a second 
table, at least one advertiser- selected keyword k eyworete-that an advertiser has selected through 
the network, by relating the at least one advertiser-selected keyword to the advertiser; 

an advertiser-retrieving member , responsive to a reception of a request for a search 
which uses keywords from a second user different from the first user, for retrieving- wfriek 
retrieves an advertiser corresponding to any of keywords used in the search by referring to ar* 
ad v ja rfe e r by-k e yword m a nagem e nt the second tabie r - wh on an oth e r us e r d i ff e r e nt from th e fir s t 
us e r w h o h a s ro qu c st o d a s ea rch through th o ne twor k us ing tho k e ywords t h at havo been 
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regi st e r e d i n both a user by koyw e fd m a nagement tabl e? and th e a dverti se r by -ke ywer - d 
m a nag e m e nt - t a b le; 

a transmitting member which transmits the search results Eegether -along with an 
advertisement of the advertiser to the aa etfo e ^second user; 

a user retrieving member which retrieves the first user corresponding to the any of 
keywords by referring to the user by k e yword ma nago m o nt first table, when the anoth e r - second 
user has referred to the advertisement; 

a point allocating member which gives points to the first user who has obtained the 
keyword; and 

a point registering member which registers the points by relating the points to the first 

user 

1 3. (currently amended) A computer readable medium for storing instructions, which 
when executed on a computer, ea^ses- causes the computer to perform a method of providing 
points based on a search using keywords, the method comprising: 

presenting a first set of keywords to a first user through a network; 

accepting, from the first user, a selection of at least one of the first set of keywords 
presented to the first user; 

storing , in a first table, the k e ywords - at least one keyword selected from the presented 
keywords by the first user mto a us e r by -ke yword - riFwiagement t a b le-by .relating the at least one 
keyword to the first user; 

presenting a second set of keywords to an advertiser through the network; 

accepting, from the advertiser, a selection of at least one of the second set of keywords 
presented to the advertiser; 

storing , in a second table, the at least one keyword feevwerds-selected by the advertiser 
into an ad v e rtis e r-by keywo rd managomont4atele- by relating the at least one keyword to the 
advertiser; 

when a search based on keywords is requested by a second user different from the first 
user through the network, searching the fitgL us e r - by - keyword n^a n a g e m e nt table and the 
second,a 4v e rt i s e r - by - k e yword m a nag e m e nt- table for the keywords, keywo rds when a-searafo 

us i n g th e k e ywords i s r e qu este d by a second - u se r d i ff e r e nt from th e-fi r s t u se r through the 

rtetwerlvand when any of the r e qu e st e d keywords used in the search ha v e b een r eg i stered is 
found both in the user by k o ywerd - m a fi agemef^-table and the adv e rt i ser by koywofd 
ma n a g e m e nt - second table, ftestm^ sending a result of the search along with an advertisement 
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Ai-thn nnrraspftttding-ac^ with at least one keyword in the second tabie to the 

second user through the network; and 

giving points to the first user when the second user has referred to the advertisement, 
and storing tfrese-the points rn^ina userVpoint management tabie relating the points t o the 
first user 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

1 6. (currently amended) A computer readable medium for storing instructions, which 
when executed on a computer, causes the computer to perform a method of providing points 
based on a search using keywords, the method comprising ; 

displaying results ef-aof the search ^smg-ke yw ords together with an advertisement of an 
advertiser correspon di n g t o t he associated with a kevword k o vwords having been selecte d by 
the advertiser and used for the search at a first user's terminal, when the first user tes 
roquested requests the search uoing th o k e yword s from the user's terminal through a network; 
and 

giving points to a second user who is different from the first user and has registered any 
of the keywords used for the search o o l o ct o d th o keywor ds f ro m k e ywo r d s pr e v i ous l y presented 
te-t ho s ec ond u s o r, the solocte d keywords hav i ng b oo n a cc e pt e d and a ssoc i ated with 4fre 
sesemkjser, when the first user has referred to the displayed advertisement. 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 

21. (cancelled) 

22. (currently amended) A method offof providing points based on a search using 
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keywords in a web site , the method comprising: 

in response to a request for the search by a first user, providing the first user with 
^formation results of the search along with an advertisement of an advertiser associated, with a 
keyword having been selected by the advertiser and used for the search to a first us e r in 
r e sponse to a r e qu e st e d -sea rsh - <raff es p e ft^g to keywords ; and 

in response to the providing the first user with the results, ass i gning giving at least one 
point to a second user who is different from the first user and has ffi- r es pon 6e- to - any-ef4 he 
request e d -key wefd s- b e iRg s ele etod - and registered any of the keywords used for the search to 
the web site i -by -th e - se oofld^ setv from keywords pr e viou sl y pr e s e nt e d - te4h e- s e €Oft 4- yser, the 
sele ct e d - k e ywofd s- h a v i ng been a ccept e d an 4^ss eo i ated - -w i fe^ e- e e ®e - n^-us o r - and the prov i ded 
infQ - r-m a tieft . 



23, (new) The method of providing points according to the claim 22, further 
comprising, when the first user follows a link set to the advertisement to visit an advertiser's site 
of the advertisement giving points to a second user who is different from the first user and has 
registered any of the keywords associated with the advertisement. 
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